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Revisit the Glory Years of St. Louis Soccer in KETC/Channel 9’s 
A Time for Champions 
June Broadcast Coincides With First World Cup Rematch Between U.S. and England Since Historic American Victory in 1950
St. Louis, MO—May 14, 2010— St. Louis has always been known as a baseball town, but the tale of how it also came to dominate the soccer landscape is told in A Time for Champions, an hour-long KETC/Channel 9 documentary broadcast Wednesday, June 2 at 7:00 p.m. It will be rebroadcast Thursday, June 3 at 8:00 p.m., Friday June 4 at 1:00 a.m. and Monday, June 28 at 7:00 p.m. It is a story of not just a sport, but of how underdogs without any expectation of success used determination and spirit to triumph on the world stage.
The broadcast coincides with the 60th anniversary of the United States’ spectacular World Cup win over England on June 29, 1950, considered one of the greatest upsets in sports history. On June 12 of this year, the two countries will meet again at the World Cup in South Africa for the first time since England’s 1950 defeat. 

Throughout the 20th century the United States remained an underdog in World Cup soccer. The losing streak ended in 1950 when a U.S. team featuring five St. Louisans on the 11- player roster beat England’s powerhouse team 1-0 in a spectacular, surprise victory in Belo Horizonte, Brazil. That win signaled St. Louis’ rise as a soccer hotbed, a view reinforced nine years later when soccer became an intercollegiate sport. Between 1959 and 1973, St. Louis University’s soccer team, comprised almost exclusively of St. Louis players, won 10 of 15 NCAA Division I soccer championships. 
A Time for Champions tells soccer’s St. Louis story through archival photos, footage of games and players, and interviews with baseball legend Yogi Berra, NBC sportscaster Bob Costas, U.S. Soccer Federation CEO Dan Flynn, Michigan State coach Joe Baum, former Indiana University Bloomington coach Jerry Yeagley, former CYC leader 90-year-old Monsignor Lewis Meyer, and 1950 World Cup team members Frank Borghi, Harry Keough (both 
St. Louisans) and Walter Bahr.
(more)

KETC Documentary A Time for Champions — page two
To explain how St. Louis came to dominate soccer in the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s, A Time for Champions explores the influence of the city’s immigrant community in the late 19th century. The sport was popular among European immigrants, particularly those who were urban, working class and Roman Catholic. Parishes embraced soccer, organizing teams and games through the Catholic Youth Council (CYC). Neighborhoods fielded teams, as did sponsoring businesses, and within a generation St. Louis became a town of soccer rivalries. By the 1950s, kids who had been playing against and with each other their entire lives put aside their rivalries and used the cohesion they developed over the years to anchor the World Cup team and SLU’s champion teams. Their aggressive, fast and tough style would set the standard for the way soccer would be played at the national level.
The Web site for A Time for Champions is at www.timeforchampions.org. The program is underwritten nationally by Enterprise Rent-A-Car and Edward Jones, and locally by Drury Hotels.
About KETC 
KETC, the most-watched PBS-member television station in the country, offers the people of our region the opportunity to explore the world through educationally and culturally stimulating programs broadcast on four digital channels: primary Channel 9, KETC Kids, PBS World and Create. Since Channel 9’s inception in 1954, the community has discovered new ideas and new worlds in KETC’s high-quality, innovative television programs, from national series and specials to locally produced programs distributed regionally and nationwide. Channel 9 extends its rich legacy of serving St. Louis through the broadcast of Emmy-winning series Living St. Louis and Donnybrook, now celebrating its 23rd season, and through community engagement initiatives that invite investigation online and in person. Learn more about programming and the station at www.ketc.org. 
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